THE   FUTURE  IN  EDUCATION

read books worth reading? How many read books at all?1
What have they gained adequate to the vast sums spent on
them? The chief uses of our present elementary system are
to enable a minority to proceed to further education, and
the rest to read the cheap press. I am not criticising our
elementary schools or their teachers, or denying the neces-
sity of elementary education for all. But unless it leads on
to something else^ it is as useless as a ladder which has no
rungs beyond one or two at its bottom or as a railway from
Oxford to London which ends at Didcot. To cease educa-
tion at 15 is as unnatural as to die at 15. The one is physical
death, the other intellectual death. In fact we have left
the vast majority of the population without any kind of
liberal education. We have provided for the minority who
attend secondary school and university. We have shown
the rest a glimpse of the promised land, and left them out-
side it. Aristotle may have gone too far when he said that
the object of education was to help men to use their leisure
rightly. But we have treated the majority as if they were to
have no leisure, or as if it did not matter how they used
what leisure they had. Art, music, science, literature were
for the few. The rest were disinherited from some of the
purest and highest pleasures. They might be machines or
animals; men in the full sense of the word they could not
be. That is the type of democracy with which we have been,
and are, content.

It mattered, perhaps, less in the past. When the working-
man had no leisure, why educate him to use something
that he would never have? The question barely arose. But

1 The following figures of books issued in a year per head (approximately)
of the population by the urban libraries of certain counties are characteristic
but not encouraging: Cornwall 3, London (Metropolitan Boroughs) 5,
Glamorgan 6, Lanarkshire 5. One must, of course, allow for children
under sixteen and for those who possess adequate libraries of tlxeir own, but
also remember that many of these books were novels.
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